Chapter 25

Endgame and Finale 


The Dutch police waited for reinforcements, then closed in on the Blue Mill. Even as they  banged on the  door, Jan van Klamperen was able to  escape with his bicycle via a hidden passageway that began in  the basement and continued on for 3 miles out to the highway. From there he pedaled 2 miles to his car, jumped in, and sped towards Estonia. His wife and children were already there to begin, with considerable help from Russia, their journey to Australia.  


Realizing that he'd gone,  the cops hurried over to the external shed and its computers. Indefatigably  the Dutch police had been decoding J.K.'s passwords for the past 3 months , from the day that he'd thoughtlessness left an  annotated copy of Alice in Wonderland lying around in his university office. 


Surrounded by his subalterns, the police chief  sat down at the computer's keyboard, booted up the appropriate software,  and entered the day's password. The explosion incinerated the Blue Mill,  all the outbuildings on the property, and all of the cops in the neighborhood.


van Klamperen's family made it to Australia by going across Asia via the Trans-Siberian railroad. A position was already waiting for him on the physics faculty of a small but distinguished university in Darwin. In the next 15 years he rose steadily in the Australian academic establishment, and he will retire in 2004 with many honors. By that time his wife will be  dead and his children dispersed. 


The French and Dutch governments will concur that the amount of good he'd done for them far outweighed the harm. Provided he does not attempt to return to Europe, they will arrange with the Eindhoven Technical University to forward him a substantial pension. With the money he will build himself a stone cottage in the Outback, near the town of Milparinka, with the intention of disappearing from society. Only once will he come out of his self-imposed obscurity. In 2010 he will send a stinging letter  to the Nobel Prize committee, rejecting the prize in physics .  


Trung Quac, no less wily for his 8 decades, bribed his way out of the hands of the Russians . He lay low for a few years until Gorbachev dissolved the KGB. Then he resumed his activities as crime overlord emeritus. Stanley Cobb and Olga Glazunova went underground.  After many adventures they settled in Jamaica and took up a  boring middle-class existence .


Chung Wah decided that he liked the Riviera. In 1999 he  became embroiled in some weird shenanigans surrounding the Cannes Film Festival. These may form the basis for another novel.


Pending an investigation, Marcel Ricard was forced to resign from the Bureau of Vital Statistics. Later he stood  trial for embezzlement.  Despite 13 scabrous  articles  in Le Canard Enchainé  , he has been able to survive the shifts in the political winds  and will be returned to his post by the Green Party in the elections of March, 2005.  Danny Cohn-Bendit will declare himself in full sympathy with Ricard's bigamy platform and will schedule a  vote in the Chambre des Deputés   sometime in December. 


Migraine took charge of the mopping-up  operations that cleared the premises of L"Espace Cardin of its accumulation of mobster slime. To 

celebrate a job well done, he poured himself an enormous cognac at the bar. Almost immediately he collapsed from liver failure and had to be rushed to a hospital. 


 A two year battle with cirrhosis, heart disease and other complications, including a brain tumor,  was  followed by a complete recovery. His creator judges him ready for many more wild escapades, delirious adventures, forays into corruption and extended  bouts of indiscriminate drinking. These will be detailed  in future novels, if there are any. 

The End

